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Republicanism, Democracy, Socialism and Communism; and
they shaded off from Right to Left according to which of these
forces aroused their greatest animosity. The Left parties might
have developed greater solidarity and more stable party
organization, but for the new disruptive force of Communism
which split them as well. Opponents of the existing regime were
now reinforced, for they existed both on extreme Right and
extreme Left3 and the Centre parties—the Republicans, Radi-
cals, Radical-Socialists and moderate Socialists—although dis-
agreeing among themselves about domestic issues, were forced
to shuffle and reshuffle in a series of uneasy coalitions in order
to carry on the government. Constant compromise was un-
avoidable if they were not to risk the whole regime being de-
feated and overthrown, and positive legislation could be no
more than the highest common denominator of their agree-
ment. The system survived and worked only so far as these
Centre groups could agree to make it work: and perpetual
half-measures were the price paid for making it work. Every
government and every measure which got through both houses
of parliament had to be a half-way house.
Thus arose the paradox that in a nation famed for its logical-
ity and clarity of mind and vision, and amid a party system
where every party took its stand on a clear-cut ideology and a
fairly distinct social or sectional basis, the general atmosphere
of politics and the tone of nearly all legislation was one of half-
hearted, timid compromise of which the fruits were usually
f too little and too late'. The habit of debrouillage became chronic.
A spirit of compromise may be essential in democratic govern-
ment, but this was compromise without tolerance, and a series
of half-way houses which were destinations rather than tem-
porary halts on a journey. Democracy needs a constitution
with balance but without deadlock; a party-system which pro-
duces compromise without stalemate; leaders who can bargain
without sacrifice of principles; a social order which provides
orderly progress but not stagnation or violent change. The
Third Republic was not happy in finding or creating these
prerequisites of a successful democracy. The tendency to dead-
lock between President and parliament was solved only by the

